The unique biology and treatment of primary mediastinal B-cell lymphoma.
The unique biological features of primary mediastinal large B-cell lymphoma are offering suggestions for the development and application of innovative drugs in patients who do not respond to first-line regimens or relapse. This lymphoma, in fact, is characterised by high rates of curability with standard anthracycline-containing chemoimmunotherapy regimens, but still displays a severe prognosis if adequate responses are not rapidly achieved or if the disease recurs. Radiotherapy has proved to be effective to consolidate responses after induction, but it may be safely avoided in certain cases, especially when a metabolic complete response is obtained, as to reduce the incidence of radiation-induced long-term sequelae. The current management of this lymphoma, both at diagnosis and at relapse, is reviewed in this paper, along with the description of its peculiar biological panorama.